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ALETTER FROM JOSEPH JOHN GURNEY. 


Referring to the commonly adopted appli- | 


cation of the term, ‘Word of God,’ to the Holy 
Scriptures, he says : 

_“I am sure thou art aware that my objec- 
tion to such an use of the term is not grounded 
on any want of faith in the grand and highly 
important truth, that ‘All Scripture is given 


by inspiration of God ;’ a truth to which no) 


religious body has borne a clearer or more 
decided testimony than the Society of Friends. 
In these days of popery and semi-popery, we 
had need to be faithful in upholding this testi- 
mony, and in asserting the essential difference, 
in point of authority, between the sacred 
books of the Old and New Testament, and all 
the traditions of men, whether written or only 
handed down by word of mouth. 


PHILADELPHIA, SIXTH MONTH 5, 1875. 


No. 42. 


least, appearing to exclude, all other communi- 
cation to mankind. Now it is my firm con- 


viction that God speaks to men, that is, makes 
manifest his will, by the immediate influence 


lof his Holy Spirit; and that, as the Word of 


the Lord came immediately to the prophets in 


| the days of old, so it still comes immediately 


to the soul of the Christian, to direct his ser- 
vices, and to lead him in the path of his duty ; 


(the written words of the Lord in Scripture 
| being at all times a test and safeguard, be- 


cause we are sure that nothing which contra- 


| venes them can possibly be ‘of the Lord.’ I 


also think that this use of the term excludes 
the preaching of the Gospel, which, in primi- 


| tive times, was often called the ‘ word of God,’ 


and which might still be called so, were it more 
immediately under the influence and guidance 
‘of the Holy Spirit. Above all, however, the 


3s | habitual application of this name or title to 
69 | the Scriptures, and to the Scriptures alone, 
7o|seems to me to have a strong tendency to 
} | substitute them, as an object of reverence, for 


| the Saviour, who is himself emphatically and 
|pre-eminently by title, character, and inde- 

feasible right, the Word, the Word of God, 
|the one Mediator, through whom God creates, 
redeems, and illuminates the children of men. 
Thus I would refrain from calling the Script- 
ures ‘the Word of God,’ as an emphatic and 
exclusive title, just as I would from denomi- 
nating them ‘the Bread of Life;’ for although 
| they testify of those truths which nourish and 
feed the soul, we must not forget tha’ Christ 
| himself, and Christ alone, is ‘the Bread of 
| Life.’ 

“Another term or phrase which I do not 
approve or like, as 1 sometimes find it ap- 
| plied, is ‘Christ’s finished work.’ True, in- 
deed, it is, that when our blessed Saviour was 
about to expire, he cried out, ‘It is finished.’ 
'The one all-sufficient propitiatory sacrifice 
was then offered, and was on the very point of 





“But I object to the common technical use| being completed, so that thenceforth there 
of the term, ‘the Word of God,’ as the name | was to be no more sacrifice for sin. But the 
or title of the Bible, because such a use of| use often made of this expression seems to me 
that name has the effect of excluding, or, at| calculated to convey the idea that the whole 
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work and office of Christ was then finished ; 
whereas the vast process of his resurrection, 
ascension, and advocacy with the Father, and 
spiritual reign and government—the whole 
forming a very large proportion of the 
Messiah’s work—was yet to be accomplished. 
More especially his baptizing, sanctifying 
work, through the immediate influence of his 
Spirit, is yet unfinished in the Church at large 
and in us individually. I think it requires 
care not to use the expression in question so 
as to have such a bearing, and so as to convey 
the idea that we can attain to the heavenly 
inheritance in virtue of the one availing sacri- 
fice for sin (a sacrifice which is indeed forever 
finished) without the experience of that 
cleansing operation of Christ’s Spirit, by which 
alone the soul is sanctified and prepared for 
the joys and services of a better and holier 
world. 

“In general, I would observe that this need- 
ful process of sanctification, and the doctrine 
of the guidance and government of the Holy 
Spirit, isa branch of divine truth, which, in 
the mind of the Christian, ought to be held in 
even balances with the blessed truth, that 
Christ is the propitiation for our sins; and 
that His perfect righteousness is imputed to 
those who livingly believe in Him; so that, 
with reference to their past transgressions, 
they are, in the fulness and freeness of the 


mercy of God, dealt with as if they had never 
sinned. The warmest and most reverential 
reception of this fundamental truth does not, 
as I think, in the least degree interfere with | 
the Christian’s equally deep sense of the | 


ee 
! 


Christians must and do go on sinning, even 
until death shall forever terminate their ap. 
pointed course of trial and probation. Cer. 
tainly I have no liking for the raw and un. 
seemly statements of the doctrine of perfection, 
which sometimes fall from the lips of persons 
|who.are very far from exemplifying their own 
sentiments. Yet I think it is duty, unflinch- 
|ingly to uphold the practical standard—even 
the standard of true perfection—which is pre- 
‘sented to us in Scripture— What the law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh, that the righteousness of the law 
might be FULFILLED in us who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.’ When I reflect 
on the place which Friends have evidently 
been raised up to occupy in the universal 
church, I consider it to be one of their most 
marked and distinctive, though not peculiar 
duties, to uphold this standard. Cause 
enough have we, both individually and col- 
lectively, to prostrate ourselves, in deep 
brokenness of spirit, before the Lord—cause 
enough have we, from day to day, to recur to 
the Fountain in which alone we can be washed 
from all our stains; and yet I believe it to be 
for a good purpose that we are, as a religious 
people, so much bound to a principle set forth 
by another Apostle, ‘Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin; for His seed re 
maineth in him; and he cannot sin, because 


| he is born of God.’ ” 


(To be Concluded.) 


+2 





necessity of that inward work which the 
Saviour has graciously begun in our souls, but | 


which, as we must with all humiliation | 
acknowledge, He has nut yet FINISHED. 

“I had a mind to make these remarks to | 
thee, my dear friend, in the apprehension, | 


however, that if there is any difference between | 


CHRISTIAN VICTORY. 


By a sinless state in this life, we do not 
mean such a degree wherein it is not possible 
for us to commit sin; but such a stability in 
Christ, in whom there is no sin, that we may 
resist all the temptations we meet with, after 


us therein, it lies not in sentiment so much as | our old sins, in time of ignorance, are par- 


in mode of statement. Yet, clearly as I see the | 


point in question, and most painfully as I 
sometimes feel my own deficiencies, and sur- 
viving seeds and roots of evil, I rather shrink 


doned by faith in the blood of Christ, and our 
whole man sanctified, justified, and strength- 


‘ened by His power remaining in us, against 
'the old adversary, who still seeks to regain, 
from the confusion which may sometimes be | 


observed in the confessions respecting them-|by means of any passion or affection unmor- 


by his subtilty, his old place in us as before 


selves, and in the addresses to their brethren, | tified or unsubdued. 


of evangelical teachers. I mean the confusion 
between an unfinished state of sanctification in 
truly converted people, and the actual sinful 
condition of the unregenerate. In point of 
fact, I think the testimony which was borne 
by our early Friends, against the notion of 
‘Sin for term of life,’ was thoroughly sound in 
principle; and that it requires a very reverent 
caution on our parts, lest in the vivid sense 


which is sometimes given us of the lingering | 


corruptions of our depraved hearts, we should 
convey to others the monstrous idea, that true 


| 
' 


The more we obey the discoveries and lead- 
|ings of the Spirit of Truth, the more He sets 
us free; and the more we are co-workers with 
Christ, the more perfect we are. And many 
things which have formerly been temptations 
to us, being overcome by faith in His grace, 
given by the Word of faith working in our 
hearts by love, are now no temptations at all, 
so that the work becomes easier by degrees. 
And I know the Lord is able to carry on His 
own work, when and how, and to what degree 
it pleaseth Him. i. @., they who are 
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God’s workmanship in His Son are perfect so| world’s respect and confidence. Its leaves 
far as He hath wrought; and they who have | are not for the healing of the nations. 
iven way, and have been co-workers with I am, very truly, thy friend, 
Satan, so far are imperfect. If, then, Satan, Joun G. Wrrrrsn. 
who is a creature, was able, through the sub- , Ts, aad . 
tle working of his power and cunning, which | We agree with Mr. Whittier that it 18 eml- 
is finite, to deprave innocent man, and betray nently fitting to connect our Centennial cele- 
him into sin and death; much more is God, | brations with the growing sentiment of civiliza- 
the Creator of all things, by His infinite | tion in favor of arbitration as the ending 
wer and wisdom, revealed in man through policy of nations. While we are paying wel 
Jesus Christ, able to restore mankind to his | deserved honor to the noble men who counted 
first innocence and image of God, in righteous- ‘liberty dearer than life, we trust none will 
ness and perfect holiness, to ites the | commit the great error of supposing that our 
chains of death, and fix him forever in the| free government and institutions had their 
bounds of eternal love, light, and glory; | origin solely in war and violence. One of 
where no darkness, nor temptation, nor defile- | our ablest writers has well said on this 


ment can approach, nor any fear of falling | point: 


can appear forever more. Tos. Story. 


> 


From The Boston Advertiser. 


WHITTIER ON WAR AND THE CHURCH. 


We have been permitted to copy the fol- 
lowing letter of John G. Whittier, written to 
his friend, the Rev. J. B. Miles, D. D., Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Association for the Re- 
form and Codification of the Law of Nations: 


AMESBURY, 14th, Fourth month, 1875. 


To James B. Miles, Secretary, ete. : 


My Dear Friend :—lIt is eminently fitting 
to connect the Centennial anniversary of the 
opening battles of the revolution with the 
growing sentiment of civilization that there is 
“a more excellent way” of settling the dis- 
putes of nations than the ordeal of war. Itis 
cheering to note the very general favor with 
which the plan of arbitration has been re- 
ceived by statesmen and civilians in this coun- 
try and in Europe; but there are other signs 
of the times well calculated to occasion solici- 
tude on the part of every lover of peace. The 
menace of danger now seems to come from 
the professed Courch of Christ. At this mo- 
ment the peace of all Europe is threatened by 
the secret plots and monstrous public pre- 
tensions of ecclesiasticism. If war comes in 
consequence, if the fairest harvest fields of the 
world are made an arena of battle, men who 
claim to be especially the priests and repre- 
sentatives of the Gospel of Peace will be held 
responsible. 
the sake of power and dogma, breaks the 
truce of God among the nations, makes its 
missionaries assassins, and mingles blood with 
its wine of sacrament. 

It is high time for the Christian Church to 
awaken to a full sense of its awful responsi- 
bility. If, after the dreadful experience of 
éighteen hundred years, it fails to perceive 
the necessity of shaking itself clear of the bar- 
barism of war, it has small claim upon the 


Woe to that Courch which, for | dress. 


Because our own government was founded 
in a revolution, we are in danger of associa- 
ting a revolution with glory, of thinking that 


|the overturn of what has been established is 


in itself progress to something better. But 
the American revolution scarcely was a revo- 
lution in the proper sense of the term. It 
perpetuated the principles, and, with little 
change, the form of government to which the 
colonies had been accustomed. It only sep- 
arated them from a distant nation. It only 
accelerated an epoch which was coming as the 
inevitable result of growth, only shaking the 
tree to hasten the fall of the ripened fruit. 
The benefits accruing are not the result of the 
revolution, but come in spite of the evils of 
revolutionary violence, because the change 
effected was the natural result of healthy 
growth. The immense majority of revolu- 
tions attempted by violence have been fail- 
ures, and have hindered rather than helped 
the progress of society. 

In regard to the danger to the peace of 
Europe from ultramontanism, to which Mr. 
Whittier refers in such pointed language, we 
have to say it is difficult for us to believe that 
the Papacy can be so blinded as to precipitate 
a physical conflict which would inevitably 
prove most disastrous to itself. That cele- 
brated man, Pére Hyacinthe, still claims to 
be in good standing in the Roman Church. 
To what extent he represents the present sen- 
timent of that Church upon war we do not 
know. But certainly his views are very sen- 
sible, as we find them expressed ina recent ad- 
He says: 

The time for religious wars is past. It is 
one of the noblest triumphs of the Christian 
spirit, one of the most salutary and best es- 
tablished benefits of modern civilization, to ex- 
clude the sword from the domain of religion 
—not only the sword of the magistrate, who 
has no right io punish in that domain, but 
the sword of the soldier, who has no mission 
to conquer there. ‘“ They that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword.” 
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This word of the Saviour is fulfilled most} In what marvellous and unexpected ways 
of all in the sphere of religion. The sword is | is this species of fossil history laid up for us! 
impotent against that faith, true or false,| Just as on the surface of the earth, in its fos. 
which it seeks to destroy. Commonly it suc- | sil relics, its animal and vegetable remains, 
ceeds only in reviving, elevating, extending |and its various geological strata, we can 
it. But it is only too potent against the|trace the records of the history of bygone 
infatuated Church which carries it “It turns|ages—so, by analyzing the records of na. 
against that Church, and kills or wounds in | tions, of communities, and of individuals, we 
its bosom the moral principle which consti-|may discern not simply what they did, but 
tutes its real power. |why they did. From looking at the effects, 

We commend these views to not only the| we travel backwards, on no uncertain track, 
Roman Church, but all Churches. It is quite | to the causes which led to them. 
time for those who profess to be the disciples} Just as the past history of peoples is re. 
of the Prince of Peace to have learned that| vealed when the earth is called upon to 
“the pen is mighter than the sword” and | untomb its buried monuments and sculptures, 
ideas than cannon balls. \the work of ages long gone by—and as the 
history of nations is discovered by laying 
tines Uetentid Qeedaddaiiedeetien bare the relies of past doings, so, in the in. 

. 2 vestigation of the framework and contents of 
EARLY HISTORY OF THE QUERIES. these Queries, shall we able to trace chrono. 

Archbishop Trench, in his interesting | logically the difficulties under which they 

book on the “Study of Words,” offers some | arose, and the deficiencies which they were 
valuable hints relative to the tracing out of | designed to lessen.* 
English history through the study of the} It was not until the year 1677 that repre. 
English language. After stating that it| sentatives from the various Quarterly Meet- 
may be affirmed with truth that “language | ings were sent up to the Yearly Meeting to 
is fossil history,” and that words very often | attend not only to the sufferings of Friends, 
embody the facts of history and the convic-| but, as the minutes stated, “for the more 
tion of man’s moral sense, he goes on to say, | general service of Truth and the Body of 
“ Great then will be our gains, if having these | Friends in all those things wherein we may 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge lying|be capable to serve one another in love.” 
round about us, we determine that we will | In 1682, or eight years before the death of 
make what portion of them we can, our own;| George Fox, this meeting of deputies from 
that we will ask the words we use to give an| the provinces decided that the three follow- 
account of themselves—to say whence they ing questions should be answered annually 
are, and whither they tend.” to them by the Quarterly Meetings: 

It is in this same spirit of inquiry that we) ‘‘I. What Friends in the ministry, in their 
would query of the Queries themselves, | respective counties, departed this life since 
whence they came, and why; and what facts | the last Yearly Meeting ? 
in the history of the Society of Friends do| “II. What Friends, imprisoned for their 
they bear witness of? It will doubtless be | testimony, have died since last Yearly Meet- 
thought very bold, and far too imaginative, | ing? 
to apply to the so-called “lifeless Queries”| ‘III. How the truth has prospered among 
the following sentences from the same author | them since the last Yearly Meeting, and how 
in relation to living words; but we quote | Friends are in peace and unity ?” 
them, nevertheless, leaving the application | As it is often imagined that the “ Queries” 
for those who can accept it: | formed an integral part of the religious ecouo- 

“We could scarcely have a@ single lesson| my of the Society of Friends from its very 
on the growth of our English tongue, we| earliest days, it is worthy of remark that, 
could scarcely follow up one of its significant | for the first thirty years, there were no Que- 
words, without having mastered a lesson in| ries of any kind existing, and that the fore- 
English history as well ; without not merely | going three subjects were the only ones in- 
falling on some curious fact illustrative of| quired about during the lifetime of George 
our national life, but learning, also, how the| Fox. Neither of these, it will be observed, 
the great heart which is beating at the cen-| had any reference to the conduct of the great 
tre of that life was gradually shaped and|body of its members, nor was the term 
moulded. We should thus grow, too, in our | 


feeling of connection with the past, of grati-| * For further light upon this subject, we wou'd refer the 


weet a 42 | reader to a book published in Dublin in 1804, entitled, A Nar- 
tude and reverence to it; we should estimate rative of Events in Ireland, in the Appendix to which there 
more truly, and therefore more highly, what | will be found much useful information, also to The London 


‘ ‘ = Friends’ Meetings, by Wm Beck, 1869, p. 52 to 58; and to the 
it has done for us, all that it has bequeathed | four editions of the Book of Extracts, published in 1782, 1802, 
to “us, all that it has made ready to our 





ee > —_ 


1833, and 1861, respectively. We are also indebted to the 
” kind help of Charles Hoyland for much of the statistical 
hands. information. 
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“Query” 
afterwards, when the system of written an- 
swers to questions gravitated into a hard- 
and-fast frame-work, regarded by some as the 
keystone to the whole of our disciplinary 
organization. Indeed, it may almost be as- 
serted that, for the last century, the arrange- 
ments of various kinds branching out of or 
in some way connected with the Queries, are 
so widespreading as to interlace more or less 
with every subject touched upon in our Rules 
of Discipline. ‘ 

It would, however, be a great error to sup- 
pose that such Queries as have been in use 
during the last 140 years, are either a sign 
of strength or evidence of soundness; on the 
contrary, they are each one of them evidences 
of weakness, and, as we shall presently dis- 
cover, by running a historical thread through 
the various alterations and additions, their 
number increased in proportion as the vi- 
tality of the Society lessened, and the sub- 
jects embraced in them became wider as well 
as more minute as Friends fell away more 
and more from their first love and works. 

For every fresh departure, for every new 
form of defection from original principles or 
practices, another Query was evolved. The 
legal minds amongst Friends of that day 
drew up, in admirable form and conciseness, 
newly-framed sentences to detect delinquents 
and pull up the straying members; new Que- 
ries were thus continually added to stop the 
rent created by each succeeding visible form 
of unfaithfulness, and this plan continued 
until, in Ireland, in 1740, it culminated in 
twenty-one Queries, to be answered in writ- 
ing by the Monthly Meetings throughout the 
kingdom at each Quarterly Meeting. 

It requires no argument to prove our as- 


sertion that the institution of the system of 


Queries was an evidence of weakness, and 
not of strength. In the earliest 
the Society of Friends, 
such questions to be asked quarterly as 
whether Friends avoided vain sports, fre- 
quenting of ale-houses or taverns, &c., &c., 
“attended their meetings for worship” duly, 
or ‘avoided unbecoming behaviour therein!” 

The circumstance of their lives baving so 
little need of disc iplinary laws for the first 
forty years in the history of Friends, or 
during the life of George Fox, arose mainly 
through the influence exercised by him with 
a few of his most earnest and talented coad- 
jutors. 

This personal ascendency, however, could 
not be handed down to his successors, and 
consequently, shortly after his death, the 
need for definite rules to which all could ap- 
peal became evident, and these 


it surely needed no 


into the 
Discipline and Prac- 


increased, and finally crystallized 
“Book of Doctrine, 


adopted until very many years| 


history of 


gradually | 


| interesting evidence of t 
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tice,” by which we are now governed. It is 
also clear that whilst Friends had to con- 
tend so earnestly for the very existence of 
their community, which was so rapidly grow- 
ing in numbers under the fire of persecution, 
their main efforts would be necessarily di- 
rected to the spreading of those views of 
Christian truth which they fondly believed 
would ere long overspread the civilized 
world. 

It must also be borne in mind, as another 
reason why written answers were not re- 
quired, that although the travelling was dif- 
ficult in those days, the whole country was 
permeated by ministers, or ‘“‘ Public Friends,” 
as they were called, who were journeying in 
all parts up and down the land, and who 
were thereby enabled to give authentic re- 
ports verbally, at each Yearly Meeting, of 
the condition of those in the country with 
whom and their families they were thus 
brought into close personal intercourse. 

(To be continued.) 


—. ~— 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


In presenting their first annual report at 
the old City Hotel, on Wednesday, May 10th, 
1826, the President, S. V.S. Wilder, Esq., in 
the chair, supported by Col. Richard Varick 
and Hon. John Cotton Smith, of Connecticut, 
the Committee referred to the prosperity of 
their opening year “ surpassing their most san- 
guine anticipations and demanding unfeigned 
gratitude to God.” How modest must have 
been their anticipations may be inferred from 
the fact that their receipts the first year 
amounted to $10,158.78, and that they had 
on their list of approved tracts 185, of which 
they had printed 8,053,500 pages, and circu- 
lated 3,611,500. 

What a contrast do these feeble results pre- 
sent to the exhibit made at the anniversary 
just passed. During the year ending March 
31st, 1875, the receipts of the Society from all 
sources were $652,872.85, of which those from 
donations and sales were $480,227.27; the 
whole number of new publications was 164, 
of which 39 were volumes; the value of its 
publications for gratuitous distribution among 
the destitute was $52,548, or nearly eighty 
million page:; the amount granted to foreign 
and papal lands reached nearly $15,000; and 
210 of its colporteurs labored in thirty-three 
states and territories, helping to swell the 


great aggregate of this invaluable missionary 


work which, for thirty-four years, has now 

been successfully prosecuted by the Society. 
The interval between that opening year, 
with its joyful and grateful anniversary in 
1826, and the present jubilee year has been 
one of almost nagar ted progress. An 
is appears from a 
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statement prepared by the Treasurer, O. R. 
Kingsbury, Esq., of the total receipts of the 
Society during its history of fifty years. They 
are as follows: From donations and lega- 
cies, $4,328,095.44; from sales, $8,957,219.50; 
and from rents, $312,274.69, making a total 
of $13,597,589.63. <A still further analysis 
of this aggregate shows the interesting fact 
that there has been a steady growth during 
each decade: 

The receipts in the 1st 10 years were $ 


577,545 84 
2d " 

3d 

4th oe 

5th = 


$13,597,589 63 

We trust that this or an increasing ratio of 
progress may mark the decades that shall in- 
tervene before the Society celebrates its com- 
pleted centennial. 

If from these figures we turn to a survey 
of the work itself, the same signs of growth 
are apparent. At first only tracts were 
printed ; then books ; then the publication of 
periodicals was commenced; now there are 
issued from the American Tract Society’s 
presses six periodical publications, of which 
two are weekly, and four are illustrated. 
Their combined circulation reaches the enor- 
mous amount of nearly 7,500,000 annually. 
In all its work it successfully studies econ- 
omy by employing other agencies to distrib- 
ute its literature, and is the valued friend, 
and now the indispensable assistant of the 
Home and Foreign Missionary Societies of the 
various Evangelical Churches. But it does 
not confine its grants to these ecclesiastical 
boards. There are, in addition, three distinct 
lines of effort in which it is engaged. First, 
are grants to hospitals, asylums, reformato- 
ries, penitentiaries, barracks, and to men en- 
gaged on canals and rivers. Second, are 
grants at wharves of our great seaports, and 
on vessels of our naval and commercial ma- 
rine. Third, are grants to pastors and evan- 
gelists in revivals, home missionaries, Young 
Men’s Christian Associations, and pious men 
and women in all parts of the land. In these 
three channels of gratuitous circulation the 
Society has given from the beginning $1,672,- 
000. The reports of the Society for fifty 
years are crowded with records of blessings 
upon this gratuitous distribution. This is in 


addition to the work performed by the socie- | 
ties and colporteurs. Colportage originated | 


in germ forty years ago in the volume circu- 
lation in cities and towns. In 1841 the plan 
was extended with the purpose of redchding 
every soul in a given di strict by a personal 
visit, Christian conversation, or the gift or 
sale of some message from the King. The 
progress, extent, and results of this work are 
simply amazing. From two men in one State 
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it soon expanded to hundreds of men: over 
wid? areas of country, and has now been 
prosecuted for thirty-four years, with dimin- 
ished numbers since our sad civil war, but, if 
that were possible, with increased confidence 
in its value, necessity, and economy. In all, 
colportage has performed 5,000 years of the 
labor of one man.— Christian Weekly. 

For Friends’ Review 
PRESS ON. 

The following extracts are from a letter re. 
cently written by an illiterate man, and one 
poor as to this world’s goods, who, after more 
than two years of great suffering, patiently 
endured, seems now on the eve of release 
from all pain and sorrow. As illustrative 
both of the feeling of a dying believer and of 


| the power of Divine grace to ennoble an un- 


cultivated mind, it was thought that some of 
his words might not be out of place in the 
Friends’ Review. The errors in spelling have 
been corrected : 

“ Dear Friend, you told me that you need- 
ed a good rest. You meant your poor, frail 
body needed rest. Ah! well may we sigh 
for rest! Look at the heart-longings of the 
Psalmist, who expresses a feeling well known 
to the troubled and mourning believer. His 
soul would fain soar from this world so full 
of griefs; he would fly into a purer, balmier 
region, where the voice of the enemy and the 
oppression of the wicked could reach him no 
more, and there he would be at rest. Our 
dear Lord Himself seems to have shared this 
feeling when, lookivg up to heaven, He sighed. 
Yet it was not given to Him, nor to David, 
nor will it be given to us to rise on wings like 
a dove, and fly away from earth and its sor- 
rows. We may not hasten our escape from 
the storm; we have work to do and trials to 
suffer before the day of rest comes; and we 
do not find our dear Lord turning from His 
path, but set his face steadfastly to go to 
Jerusalem. So must His people press on, 
looking to Him as their Leader. The wings 
of a dove are not granted us, but the Spirit of 
Christ, who, like a dove, descended upon His 
head, is still His promised gift to His disci- 
ples. ‘He dwelleth with you and shall be 
in you,’ and if it is not given us to fly away 
from sorrow, far better is it to hear Him say, 
‘I will give you rest.’” 


THE ORIGIN OF THE POSTAGE STAMP. 


The — stamp was born in London on 
the 10th of January, 1840, and England em- 
ployed it alone for ten years. France adopted 
it on the 1st of January, 1849, and Germany 
in 1850. According to M. Alphonse Es- 

| quiros, it was a curious incident that gave rise 
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tothe idea of postage stamps. A traveler | beetle remained in its native home among the 
was crossing, about forty years ago, a district | Rocky Mountains, subsisting solely on a wild 
in the north of England. He arrived at the | solanaceous plant, the Solanum rostratum. 
door of an inn where a postman had stopped; On the advance of the pioneer farmer, and 
to deliver a letter. A young girl came out to | the consequent introduction of the potato, the 
receive it; she turned it over and over in her | beetle discovered in its leaves a more palat- 
hand and asked the price of the postage. | able food, and, deserting its old, wild feeding- 
This was a large sum, and evidently the young | grounds, entered upon its ravenous march 
girl was poor, for the postman demanded ajeastward. In the year 1859 it reached Ne- 
shilling. She sighed sadly, and said that the| braska, one hundred miles west of Omaha; 
letter was from her brother, but that she had | in 1864 and 1865 it was devastating the vast 
no money; and so she returned it to the post-| potato fields of Iowa, and in the latter year it 
man. The traveler was a man who rambled had crossed the Mississippi, and the year fol- 
about the earth for instruction and observa- lowing had invaded LIllinois. At the same 
tion. Having a good heart he offered to pay | time that this march was in progress, a flank 
the postage of the letter, and, in spite of the movement was made, resulting in the invasion 
resistance of the young girl he paid the shill-| of Wisconsin. During the year 1866 Illinois 
ing. This resistance made him reflect. had been completely occupied, followed in 1867 
Scarcely had the postman turned his back | by an entry into Indiana and Southwestern 
than the young innkeeper’s daughter confessed Michigan. In 1868 the vanguard appeared in 
that it was a trick between her and her Western Pennsylvania, though the main body 
brother. Some signs marked on the envelope | did not cross the boundaries of this State till 
had told her all that she wanted to know, but 1871. In another year the southern wing 
the letter itself contained no writing. had crossed Pennsylvania, and proceeded as 
“We are both so poor,” she added, “and so far south as the District of Columbia, while 
we invented this mode of corresponding and the northern branch was being rapidly trans- 
prepaying our letters.” The traveler, contin-| ported along the Lakes to Canada and West- 
uing his road, asked himself if asystem giving|ern New York. This latter advance was 
place to such frauds was not a vicious one. greatly facilitated by the vessels on the Lakes, 
The sun had not set before Mr. Rowland which furnished unwilling transport to the 
Hill (that was the name of the traveler) had farmers’ enemy. In 1868 Mr. Walsh, from 
planned to organize the postal service upon a the then obtainable data, estimated the rate 
new basis. He said that in England, where of advance at about sixty miles a year; but, 
family ties are strong, and where the members | either owing to an increased vigor begotten 
often live far apart, where, too, the spirit of of its good living, or from the greater energy 
commerce knows no limits, the correspondence | that comes with increased confidence, the bee- 
was only limited by the cost of the post; and | tle has proved a much more rapid marcher, 
that by lowering this barrier, a great service having, between the years 1871 and 1873, 
would be rendered to society without hurting | passed over nearly three hundred miles or 
the resources of the treasury. These views | country. 
were agreed to by the English Government,| Passing from a history of its march to a 
and on the 10th of January, 1840, not more | survey of its line of progress, we find the path 
than a penny was paid for letters which circu- | marked out by every sign of devastation and 
lated over the whole extent of the British ruin. A single instance will serve to illus- 
Isles. This bold scheme soon surpassed the trate the results of its presence as affecting the 
hopes of the legislators. Ten years later, in| yield of the invaded regions. In the year 
1850, the number of letters increased from | 1869 the average yield of potatoes per acre in 
1,500,000 to 7,239,962. Mr. Rowland Hill the State of Michigan was one hundred and 
occupied in England the post of Secretary to/ fifty-five bushels; in 1870 this was decreased 
the Postmaster-General.— Late Paper. to ninety-five bushels; and in 1872 to sixty- 
ae six. With these facts in mind, the alarm of 
our European neighbors is but natural, and 
THE COLORADO POTATO BEETLE. | ye Gnd that we ate enlisted in a feat aamee 
To Messrs. Say and Nuttall, two early ex-| when we furnish our American readers with 
plorers of the “far West,” belongs the honor|a description of the pest, with its habits of 
of having first discovered this beetle, which | living. 
was described by Say in the third volume of} The first attack is made in the spring, when 
the “ Proceedings of the Academy of Natural | the leaves of the potato plant are young and 
Sciences, of Philadelphia,” in the year 1824. | luscious. It is then that the beetle deposits 
The name then given it was Doryphora 10-| upon the under surface of the leaves its patches 
lineata, the latter half referring to the number | of eggs, varying in number from twenty to 
of lines on the creature’s wings. When dis-| thirty. These eggs are of a yellowish color, 
covered, and for many years afterward, the | and Ratch in about six days. The larve thus 
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produced pass rapidly through. the various|readily gathered and destroyed. There yet 
stages, reaching the last stage in from seven-| remain many interesting facts regarding the 
teen to twenty days. The color during this | natural enemies of this beetle, of which future 
growth changes from reddish to congge-coler | mubiion may be made. It is sufficient to 
or orange. In its mature state the larva is|state that such enemies do exist, and whether 
described as a thick, fleshy grub, having the|as birds, or insects, or even other beetles, 
head and anterior segments narrow, and the | they often check the advance of the invaders, 
first three segments of the body furnished | Nor is it improbable that it is from this quar. 
with jointed legs, and the extremity of the| ter that the forlorn-hope is to come by whose 
abdomen with short pincers, which serves as} aid alone the victory can be achieved.—Ap.- 





an additional limb in adhering to the plant | 
on which it feeds. 

According to Professor Riley, whose opin- 
ion merits special consideration, this larva 
never undergoes its pupal transformation et- 
tached to the plant upon which it has been 
feeding, but always descends to the earth, 
and there, buried at a depth seldom below 
eighteen inches, undergoes that change by 
which it is transformed into the full-fledged | 
beetle, and from which burial-place it emer- 
ges to continue its advance and reproduction. | 

A recent writer gives the following as a} 
concise description of the perfect beetle: It 
measures from two-fifths to half an inch in) 
length, is of an oblong-ovate form, and of a 
tawny-yellowish cream-color, adorned with | 
numerous black spots and stripes. Of these 
7“ a very peculiar group, consisting gener- 
ally of eighteen, occupies the upper surface of | 
the protohorax, or segment immediately be- 
hind the head. The black stripes are ten in| 
number, five on each wing, and their edges 
are irregularly punctured, the punctures | 
being partly on the stripes and partly on| 
the intervening pale surface. Beneath these 
electra or striped wing-cases are membranous 
wings of a fine rose-color, thus giving to the 
beetle a very beautiful appearance while fly- 
ing in the sun. 

A sing'e word as to the way to conquer the | 
invaders, when once their presence is discov- | 
ered, may be needed. Unfortunately, we find | 
that, though many plans have been suggested, 
none seem to have been successful. Of the 
chemical agents employed, that of a mixture 
of Scheele’s green, in from twelve to fifteen 
parts of plaster of Paris, seems to be most in | 
favor. It is dusted upon the plants, and, | 
though of so poisonous a nature, seems not to 


pleton’s Journal. 

It is no easy thing to carry a very full cup 
even, and to digest well the fatness of a great 
estate and great place.— Leighton. 
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Arms AnD Ciaims.—No standard can be 
too high for the Christian, as Christ is our 
perfect example; yet no humility is too lowly 
for the followers of Him who washed His dis- 
ciples’ feet. Worthiness was not claimed by 
the great Apostle, who called himself the 
chief of sinners; nor, even while writing of 
“as many as be perfect,” did he speak as one 
already being perfect himself. “Our suffi- 
ciency is of God.” If Paul must needs glory, 
he would “glory of the things which concern 
mine infirmities.” 

Many have remarked of latter times upon 
the morbidness of a constant and minute self- 
analysis, dwelling upon one’s faults and frail- 
ties, instead of carrying them to the fountain 
opened for sin and for uncleanness, There 
is, also, a morbidness of an almost opposite 
kind; contemplating overmuch that which 
has been, or has seemed to be, attained in 
us; regarding as in a mirror of self-inspec- 
tion the image of the Lord, instead of look- 
ing, with the whole heart and the whole 





materially affect the potatoes themselves*. A | mind, upon Jesus Himself. So the wise men 
second and purely physical means is that of|coming from the East may be imagined to 
sweeping the larve into nets, and then de- have looked only at the reflection of the Star 
stroying them by fire or water. Mr. Riley|(¢ Bothichem in the rivers, streamlets or 


recommends that more care be exercised in} : 
the choice of the varieties p'anted, and also | lakes by which they walked,—and thus much 


that in the spring there be placed here and|0f their guidance would have been lost. To 
there in the newly-planted fields small heaps | believe in the doctrine of Christian perfection 
of potatoes, to which the beetles will be at-| jg right and needful ; 
tracted when they emerge from their winter | 
home, and from which they can be more 


to depend upon such a 
belief, as if it were the same thing as being 
perfect, must be a sad mistake. 

| Again, concerning guidance. The infallible 


*This is not certain, however.— Hd. Friends’ Review. 
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Spirit was promised to the Church: “ He| 
shall lead you into all truth.” In ministry, | 
in church action, in daily individual life, the | 
inshining light of Christ is as the daylight | 
about us. “If any man walk in the day he 
stumbleth not.” Yet those having the light | 
of this world may stumble, because they move 
carelessly, so as not to walk by the light, but 
neglecting it. Thus also those to whom the 
gift of the Holy Spirit is vouchsafed may fall 
short of its perfect leading; going sometimes 
into by-paths, where darkness is mingled with 
light; or where the light of this world, or 
that of the power of evil in angelic disguise, | 
may confuse, as these “lead to bewilder and 
dazzle to blind.” Availing ourselves of 
another instructive figure of Holy writ, it is 
most truly said that the voice of Christ, the 
Good Shepherd, will always lead His own ; 
but they must keep aear enough to hear Him, 
and must, among many voices, “try the spirits, 
whether they are of God.” Very great fanati- 
cisms have been indulged under the plea of 
the command of God. The Pope of Rome 
claims to speak by His immediate authority. 
Oliver Cromwell led his troops to battle, and 
dealt with King, Parliament, and people “ in 
the name of the Lord of hosts.” The very 
humblest of the children of the kingdom of 
Christ, and sometimes those of almost the 
least natural ability and consideration among 
men may be, nay, are, sometimes, now, His | 
spokesmen, as truly as were the prophets of 
old time. Yet it is no light thing to speak in 
the name of the Lord. Great simplicity, 
great emptying of self, and much prostration 
in the spirit of prayer does this require. 
Amongst the difficulties awaiting (as the 
enemy may buffet even these), such as be- 
lieve themselves called to the work of minis- 
try under direct Divine authority, one is, that 
of the discernment (and right government), | 
of the spirit of imitation, and of the impulses 
of natural emotion. Were we to speak with- | 
out reserve of what appears to us under calm | 
observation, we might say that not a very 
small part of the ministry occurring amongst | 
Friends to-day may be, in its matter and 
Manner, ascribed to these sources. But it 
Will be said, shall not the younger learn of | 
the elder, and “follow them as they follow | 





Christ?” There is a right use of example, as | junction to “ covet earnestly the best gifts.” 
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well as of counsel ; but always and altogether 
in subordination to the Great Teacher. Of 
human counsellors, moreover, that school is 
too narrow which sits only or mainly at the 
feet of one or a few preachers of to-day, while 
those of the centuries before us are within reach, 
including the inspired discourses of Peter in 
the Temple, and of Paul at the Areiopagus. 
As to emotion alsu: surely feeling is a fit 
source of expression ; that preaching which is 
without it can scarcely go warmly from heart 
to heart. But emotion must be as the sail 
filled by the wind, not as the rudder, to be 
guided by the pilot at the helm. As, in time, 
the order is, “ first that which is natural, and 
afterwards that which is spiritual,” that 
which is natural is often prone to press for 
undue precedence, after the spiritual has 
come. At all events, rightly dividing be- 
tween them is of great importance. Our hu- 
man nature is very complex ; even “ fearfully 
and wonderfully made.” Yet, not so much 
the trained judgment of the sage as the unso- 
phisticated, trusting obedience of the child is 
wanting, to know the voice of the Shepherd, 
not only from the voice of the alien, but also 
from those of the fallible brethren by our 
side, or from the whisperings of imagination, 
and the natural impulses of our own hearts. 
Whatever may be the charms of eloquence, 
or the effects upon crowds of the swaying 
movement of sympathetic emotion, the clear- 
est, purest stream of baptiziug ministry is 
that which is first spiritual, then natural ; 
which comes of the overflowing of that river 
“ proceeding out of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb.” When this fills the soul of one 
gifted with natural eloquence, it may well 
arouse or move the world. Buta pure spring 
of it, however Jowly, running by the wayside, 
will glorify God more than a torrent from any 
earthly source. With thankfulness it may be 
acknowledged that the Society of Friends has 
always been divinely gifted, and is so to-day, 
East and West, North and South, with much 
of this ministry: would that it may be yet 
more increased! But we believe that it is 
in aiming at the highest standard, not in 
claiming much of attainment, either in con- 
duct or in the guidance of inspiration, that 
we can best realize the fulfilment of the in- 
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New YORK YEARLY MEETING.—The follow- 
ing account has been received from a correspon- 
dent : 


The Conference of Ministers and Elders, ap- 
pointed one year ago, convened in New York 
City, Third day 25th, and after organizing and | 
inviting the members of the Yearly Meeting’s | 
Committee on General Meetings, and such others | 
as feel called to the Lord's work to attend, and 
participate in the proceedings, held five sessions, 
occupied in the consideration of subjects of doc- 
trine and practice. A series of clearly defined | 
Queries were adopted with marked unanimity. 
Should the Yearly Meeting approve them, it is 
expected that those who do or may occupy the 
station of ministers or elders shall be able ‘and 
willing to give an affirmative answer to them. 

The presence and counsel of a number of 
members of other Yearly Meetings increased the 
interest and profit of the occasion. 

Fifth-day was occupied with the regular 
Meeting of Ministers and Elders and the Rep- 
resentative Meeting. Sixth-day, 10 A. M., the 
Yearly Meeting assembled. The increased life | 
and interest is to some extent manifested by the 
increased attendance at this annual gathering, | 
although in proportion to the present member- | 
ship the meeting is small. A deep solemnity 
overspread the meeting under the inscrutable 
Providence which has removed the faithful and 
efficient Clerk, Robert Lindley Murray, from the | 
Church militant to the Church triumphant in 
heaven, during the past year. We are thus 
strikingly reminded that ‘We do all fade as a) 
leaf,’ and while under a deep sense of the loss 
sustained, the feeling was manifest that the grace 
that made him what he was should encourage 
and stimulate us to greater faithfulness in labor 
for our blessed Lord and Saviour. Augustus | 
Taber was appointed Clerk, and James Wood 
Assistant Clerk for the session. 

Credentials were read for the following min- 
isters in attendance from other Yearly Meetings: | 
John Cartland and Sarah W. Goddard, New| 
England ; Jeremiah A. Grinnell, Daniel Barker, | 
and Rachel Binford, North Carolina , David B. | 
Updegraff, Edward C. Young, Sarah E. Jenkins, | 
Mary S. Elliott and Esther Bb. Tuttle, Ohio; Luke | 
Woodard, John P. Pennington, Robert Knight, 
Levi Ratliff and Sarah Ann Linton, Indiana; | 
Amos N. Kenworthy, Aaron Cosand and Jehu 
Newlin, Western; and John Y. Hoover, lowa 
Yearly Meeting. 

There were also present several ministers and 
others without credentials, all of whom were cor- 
dially welcomed; and a committee was appointed 
to promote the service of these messengers of the | 
Lord. 

At the opening of the afternoon session, the 
representatives reported the names of Augustus 
Taber for Clerk, and David H. Lane for Assist- 
ant Clerk, and they were accordingly appointed. 
Epistles were read from all the Yearly Meetings 
in the world (except Philadelphia). These salu- 
tations of love and gospel greeting were felt to 
evince increased life and power in our branch of 
the Ghurch of Christ, which was a cause of reve- 
rent gratitude to her ever-living Head. A com- 
mittee was appointed to prepare essays or epistles 
in response to these fraternal greetings. Other 
miscellaneous business was referred to appro- 
priate committees. 
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Seventh-day morning.—A precious devotional 
meeting was largely attended, the influence of 
which was sensibly felt in the meeting for disci- 
pline. causing many hearts to overflow with love 
and gratitude to the bountiful Giver of all good, 

Mary S. Elliott paid a visit to Men’s Meeting. 
Two cases of appeal, also the bequest of our de- 
ceased Friend, Henry Mosher, were referred to 
committees for examination. The report of the 
Trustees of the Educational Fund was read, and 
provision was made for the supply of different 
meetings with ministers on First-day. Then the 
meeting adjourned to Second-day morning. 

During the afternoon and evening two deeply 
interesting sessions of the Bible School and 
Missionary Board were held ; the afternoon de- 


| voted to the interest of the Bible school, and the 


evening to the missionary work of the Church, 


| A very significant fact was clearly shown by the 


reports, which, though not new, was, we trust, 
profitably pressed upon many minds; viz.: that 


| wherever there was no First-day or Bible school 
| maintained, the meeting was in a low state of 


interest and attendance; while a prosperous 
Bible school, and live meeting were certain ac- 
companiments. One meeting where there had 
been no Bible school since the separation of 


| 1827-'8, and one meeting after another—in con- 
| nection with the work of the Church—had been 


laid down, from lack of strength of numbers and 


| spiritual life to maintain them, until the laying 


down of the Meeting for Worship was under con- 
sideration ; was visited with a gracious revival 


| through the instrumentality of a series of meet- 


ings the past winter; a result of which is a live 
Bible school, a deeply interesting prayer meeting 
held from house to house one evening in each 
week; precious seasons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord at the regular meetings for 
worship, attended by many times the number 


|previous to opening the Bible school, and a 


membership nearly doubled since that time. 
The missionary work was shown to be in a 

healthy condition; several schools among the 

Freedmen at the South, and among the Indians 


|in the West—being supplied with teachers, and 


supported wholly or in part by different Quarterly, 


| Monthly, or Particular Meetings; also consider- 


able home mission work engaged in ; and yet the 


| conviction was—in view of the inestimable value 


of immortal souls, and our blessed Saviour's 


| command, (Matt. xxviii. 19-20)—that we are not 


fulfilling our mission as a branch of the Church 
of Christ; and we were exhorted to greater dili- 
gence and earnestness in this work of the Lord, 
resting on His promise which accompanies the 


above command. 


> 


TRIALS OF AN INDIAN AGENCY.—The Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin published, a few days 
ago, a letter from our friend Jonathan Richards, 
dated Wichita Agency, Fifth month 13th, 1875, 
containing a reply to charges made against him, 
of neglecting the interests of the Indians under 
his care. 

Those to whom Jonathan Richards is known, 
and especially those acquainted with his remark- 
able success in influencing the Indians for good 
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(as set forth in previous numbers of this paper), 
can have no doubt whatever of the injustice of 
any such accusations. But the especial unfair- 
ness shown by them is indicated in the following 
passage in his letter: 


“In reply to the charge that the agent of the 
Wichita Agency has been absent from his post 
for several weeks, instead of being at hand to 
look after the necessities of the Indians, I have 
to say that I left the agency on the first day of 
the Fourth month, visited the Superintendent's 
office at Lawrence, Kansas, and was back at the 
agency within the month. The facts connected 
with this visit are these: A short time before I 
started the beef contractor informed me that he 
had just received a telegram from his partner for 
the delivery of beef cattle, instructing him to de- 
liver no more cattle to my agency, their contract 
for said delivery being filled. This would have 
left our Indians, at that time, without food of any 
kind. I, however, induced him to continue tne 
delivery, and agreed to meet him at the Superin- | 
tendent’s office to have the matter adjusted. 
This is the only instance of my being absent 
from my labors immediately at the agency for | 
eight months, and at no time have I been absent, | 
unless it has been upon official business, without 
the approval of my superior officers. I think I 
can truthfully say that I have never neglected 
these Indians. it is well known here that parties | 
were in waiting till I left the agency, for the pur- | 
pose of making my absence a charge of malad- 
ministration.” 

The statement contained in the above conclud- 
ing sentence would not, we believe, have been 
made without positive knowledge. It serves to 
exemplify that which constitutes, perhaps, the 
greatest of all the many difficulties against which 
an honest and faithful Indian Agent has at the 


present time to contend. 

A LiBeraAL Criticism.—The Efiscopal Re- 
corder, of Fifth month 19, contains a review of 
the book of William B. Orvis, “ Ritualism De- | 
throned,”’ in which a (to us) unexpectedly favor- | 
able view of that work is expressed. We quote | 
two passages : 


“We think a truer picture of the situation of 
Christendom could not be given. We have no| 
doubt every reader can verify it from his own | 
observation and experience.” 

“Now the radical principle which the Christian | 
reader is invited to scrutinize is this, that under 
the Christian dispensation not one rite is com- 
manded, prescribed or admits of some inference 
from Scripture. There is no such thing as a 
Sacrament in the New Testament. Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper are there ; but they are spirit- 
ual realities ; and no symbolic rite or ceremony 
was divinely established to symbolize the regen- | 
eration by the Holy Ghost or the merging into | 
Christ by faith. And though Christian liberty 
and yo em may use symbolical rites, yet the 
idea of sanctity or divine right cannot be proved 
to belong to them. 

“We do most heartily counsel every Christian 
to read this exhaustive work.” 
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An Expianation.—J. H. E. requests it to be 
stated that in an account by him of some meet- 
ings in North Carolina, upon which remark was 
made by another correspondent, his intended 
meaning in the words, “left their confession of 
faith at home,” was not well understood. He 
says : 

“I simply meant that they did not go forth as 
combatants to defend creeds—were not sectarian, 
were not proselyting; but preached the simple 
truths of the gospel. The aged ministers in ques- 
tion went forth in the character of ‘old-fashioned 
Quakers,’ retaining the dress, manners and lan- 
guage of our worthy ancestors, and took special 
care to explain the principles of Friends to inquir- 
ing minds.” 

és 

LECTURES ON ZOOLOGY.—While an increased 
taste for the study of natural history is a marked 
feature of late intellectual progress, in our own 
country as well as abroad, competent teachers in 
this department of knowledge are still few. We 
hope it may, therefore, be to the advantage of some 
of our readers for us to mention chat Grace Anna 
Lewis, of Media, Penna., an active member of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 
a really accomplished naturalist and experienced 
teacher, is now prepared to resume her courses of 
instruction. As stated in her circular, she will 
give lectures to schools, colleges, or to a parlor 
class of ladies and gentlemen. These lectures 
are amply and elegantly illustrated by diagrams, 
lithographs, engravings and drawings, procured 
with great care for the especial purpose, and also 
by original charts of classification, palzontology 
and geology, which have required many years of 
labor to prepare. Liberal arrangements will be 
made with schools and colleges. 


DIED. 


DAY.—At South Durham, Maine, Fifth month 8th, 
1875, Sarah P. Day, aged about 42 years. A member 
and minister of Durham Monthly Meeting. 


NICHOLSON.—On the 14th of Fifth month, 1874, 
Sarah Nicholson, wife of John Nicholson, in the 76th 
year of her age. A member of Salem Monthly Meet- 
ing, Iowa. 

NICHOLSON.—On the 8th of Second month, 1875, 
John Nicholson, in the 7sth year of his age. A mem- 
ber of Salem Monthly Meeting, lowa. His suffering 
was extreme for three weeks. He often wished to be 
released, but did not see anything in his way. 

JENKINS.—Ac her residence, in Winona, Colum- 
biana Co., Ohio, in the 23d year of her age, Rebecca L., 
wife of Joshua Jenkins, and only daughter of Ezra B. 
and Elizabeth S. Leeds, formerly of Germantown, Pa. 
Though suddenly called away, the consoling assurance 
is vouchsafed that her sins had gone beforehand to 
judgment, and that her lamp was trimmed, burning and 
refreshed with Heavenly oil, in readiness to hail with 
joy the announcement, “Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh, go ye forth to meet Him.” 


WHITE.—At her residence, in Howard County, 
Ind., on the 19th of Fourth month, 1875, Betsey White, 
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widow of Thaddeus White, in the 7oth year of her 
age; an esteemed member of Union Monthly Meeting 
of Friends. She bore her suffering, which was very 
severe for the last few days of her life, with Christian 
patience and fortitude. She gave abundant evidence 
that she was ready and willing for the change, when- 
ever the Lord’s time was come. 


For Friends’ Review. 


THE CONDITIONS OF DISCIPLESHIP. 


“And he said unto them all, If any man 
will come after me (or be my disciple), let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me,” Luke ix. 23. 

These few words of our Lord present to us| 
the simple terms of discipleship. Salvation 
is offered freely to al/ who will accept and | 
comply with these conditions. But we learn) 
from the Scriptures that our Lord has always 
recognized the free agency of man, and treated 
him as such. He has opened the prison door, 
and sundered the chains by which we were 
hopelessly bound in the Fall, and bids us 
go out free, and to follow Him back to 
the Paradise of God, from whence we had 
been driven becuuse of rebellion; but He 
compels none to do so. We must choose 
for ourselves whom we will serve, and our 
choice must be free, and continued day by 
day through life, whenever the temptations of 
the devil shall be presented. Thus we ever con- 
tinue liable to fall, after having chosen aright, 
unless we heed the injunction, ‘ Watch ye 
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.’ Mark 
xiv. 38. 

The disciples of old well knew what their 
Lord meant when He bade them to follow 
Him, for He was rersonally with them, and 
they heard His instructions; but our case is dif- 
ferent. He is not thus visib/y amongst us. 
How, then, shall we comply with the injune- 
tion, “Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me?” Qur Lord has anticipated, and an- 
swered this vital question, and made ample 
previsien for all our needs. “ Howbeit (said 

e), when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, 
He will guide you into ail truth He 
shall glorify me; for He shall receive of 
mine, and shall show it unte you. All things 
that the Father hath are mine; therefore, 
said I, that He shall take of mine, and shall 
show it unto you.” John xvi. 13. 

Thus we learn that the Lord Jesus Christ 
has not only opened for us the prison door, 
and bidden us to go out free, but that He also 
sends down the Holy Spirit of God into our 
hearts, as His fit representative; whose prov- 
ince it is to take of the things of Christ and 
show them unto us, and to guide every soul 


to the eternal fountain of all truth, who is| 
willing to take up his cross daily, and to fol- ' 


‘impressed upon the heart by the Holy Spirit. 


REVIEW. 


Now experience fully accords with the Scrip- 
ture testimony, that the first distinctive work 
of the Spirit upon the heart commonly is, to 
convict for sin, to bring us to feel that we are 
sinners—unreconciled to God. He then points 
to, and inspires with faith in, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, as the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sins of the world, and draws the 
troubled soul to Him for relief. If we heed, 
and follow these teachings of the Spirit, we 
shall realize the offer ani the joyful accept- 
ance of a free pardon for all past sins, and 
thus become engrafted into Christ, the ever- 
living Vine. This is a state of acceptance— 
of justification, in one sense of that term ; so 
that, if we shall be removed from earth at 
this early period of experience, we shall be 
saved, as the child is, for Christ’s sake. But 
this is not sanctification, nor by any means 
that perfect state contemplated in the charge 
of our Lord when He said, “ Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in hea- 
ven is perfect.” Matt. v.48. It is the con- 
dition of a babe only in Christ, just prepared 
to enter into His school, and to commence the 
Christian course, with all things, or nearly 
all, pertaining to the kingdom, and the mys- 
teries of godliness, yet to learn. 

The first thing to be learned in this school 
is, “ Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke 
‘s easy, and my burden is light.” Matt. xi. 
29, 30. Now, what is this yoke of Christ, 
which he enjoins and requires us to bear? It 
is, that we use the power which He will give, to 
yoke down, bring into subjection, and keep 
under, and thus crucify, all those desires of 
our degenerate, corrupted nature resulting 
from the Fall, which are not in harmony with 
the will of God. Or, cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well. When this shall be fully 
accomplished, we are sanctified and fully justi- 


fied, or made just and holy; for holiness con- 


sists in a state of entire conformity with the 
will of God. By thus putting off the old man, 
and putting on the new, we become new crea- 
tures; old things have passed away, and all 
things become new, and all things of God; and 
our souls are thus purified from all the defile- 
ments of our fallen nature. But this is not an 
“instantaneous experience,” as held and taught 
by some, but a progressive work, which may 
be extended through the remainder of life, 
from the day of conversion and pardon. But, 
says one, are we to continue sinning and re- 
penting all through life? I answer emphati- 
cally, no! We may continue from the day 
of pardon to the end of life, in a state of 
acceptance and freedom from sin, if sufficiently 


low him; that is, to obey His commandments, watchful, and careful always to know and to 
whether found recorded in the Scriptures or obey the requirements of Christ, which He will 
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enable us to do, if we will. And if at any time | than by the profession of faith, seeing there is 
we come short of this, through’the yet remain-|a faith which does not overcome the world, of 
ing infirmities of the flesh, which I think is| which we have need to beware. 
not an uncommon experience, then, thanks| But, to avoid all question as to the neces- 
be unto God, “ we have an Advocate with the | sity of true faith, I cheerfully state my con- 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous; and He | viction, that it is entirely impossible for any 
is the propitiation for our sins; and not for| who has access to the holy Scriptures, to com- 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole| ply with the terms of our text, and bring forth 
world.” 1 John ii. 1. | the fruits of the Spirit as above stated, without 
That perfect state, therefore, referred to by | an abiding and living faith in the goodness 
our Lord when he said, “Be ye therefore| and mercy of God to us ward, in sending his 
rfect, even as your Father which is in| dear Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to suffer and 
eaven is perfect,” is not that of the child, | die for us, the Just for the unjust, that we 
or the rosebud, the embryo, as some assert and | might live; and that it is in and through Him 
teach, but that which results from the con-| alone that any can have a well-grounded hope 
tinued exercise of all the faculties of our be- | of salvation, and of an inheritance with the 
ing in the school of Christ; recognizing Him | saints in light. Also that through Him, every 
as our teacher, our law-giver, and our King, | one who will walk in obedience to the light of 
from the day of conversion and pardon, to the | the Holy Spirit, and faithfully obey all His 
end of life—the end of opportunity. Those! commandments to the end of life, denying 
who have large experience in this school, himself, and taking up his cross daily, an 
know well what it is yet to hunger and thirst ; | following Christ, will thus be saved. 


earnestly desiring and praying for a yet J. P. H. 
deeper experience, a nearer approach to that; 1ckport, N. ¥., Fifth month, 1875. 

perfect standard, exemplified in the life and —_——-e-_— 

character of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 


Apostle Paul was impressed with this feeling THE FREED NEGROES. 


when he thus addressed the Philippians Gil. The following is a letter to a Friend, from 
12-14): “Not as though I had already at-| 4 young colored woman, once a slave. It is 
tained, either were already perfect; but I well fitted to encourage those who have sym- 


follow after, if that I may apprehend that for | pathized with the freed people and promoted 
which I am apprehended by Christ Jesus. | their education: 


Brethren, I count not myself to have appre- “March Ist, 1875. 
hended, but this one thing I do, forgetting, “My kind Friend,—I am the happy recip- 
those things which are behind and reaching ient of the present of five dollars, which you 
forth unto those things which are before, f sent to my superintendent for me. Please 
ess towards the mark for the prize of the accept my thanks for your kindness. I shall 
igh-calling of God, in Christ Jesus.” This| buy something with it that I can keep as a 
is also what he had in mind when he exhorted memorial of an unseen friend. I would that 
them a little before, “To work out your own I were able to tell you just how I felt when 
salvation with fear and trembling,” by con-| reading the quotation from your letter to 
tinued obedience, as in times past, fully recog-| Mr. ——. The Psalmist himself could not 
nizing the fact, that, being free agents, and | have had a heart more dissolved in thankful- 
shrouded with the infirmities of a fallen! ness than I when he uttered those words, 
nature, and an unwearied and cunning adver- |‘ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
sary ever present to deceive and to tempt,| within me, bless His holy name!’ You may 
they may at any time cease to fight the fight| wonder why I should use those words. Be- 
of faith, cease to run in the race set before | cause the God of David has so wonderfully 
them, cease to obey their Lord, and thus fail of | delivered me too. Little did I dream fifteen 
the crown inthe end. This well timed counsel | years ago that I, a mere chattel, a slave, who 
of the Apostle, needs to be especially heeded | was forced upon the auction-block and sold 
by us of the present day, for, “ Let him that | amidst the heart-rending sobs of my mother 
thinketh he standeth, take heed, lest he fall.” | and relatives, amid the crowd of the red-faced 
1 Cor. x. 12. | speculators, whose blood had rushed to their 
Thus far nothing has been said on the) faces in the intense excitement and anxiety 
necessity of faith, so largely dwelt upon by | of getting me for a house servant or ‘ waiting- 
some at this time. I have chosen rather to| maid;’ that I, who was sent every day wit 
adopt the suggestion of the Apostle James,| my little mistress to school, to carry her 
when he says, “Show me thy faith without | books and basket (and uh, how I longed to go 
thy works, and I will show thee my faith by in witi: her and learn to read and write!)— 
my works.” If the fruit be good the character | would ever see this glad day. Ought I not 
of the tree that bears it is determined. We)/to exclaim, ‘ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
can judge with more certainty by the fruit,|all that is within me, bless His holy name!’ 
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And still more I have to thank Him for hav-| the King, and the most constantly and conf- 
ing given us—the unfortunate children of|dently asks, shall be most enriched in the 
Africa—so many kind and good friends, We) good things of the kingdom, “ having nothing 
have been blessed. I am sure I have. When | and yet possessing all things.” 

I learned to read the Bible well enough to} There are many Christians who, when as 
slightly understand what I read, these words | sailed by the enemy, strive to overcome him 
struck my attention, ‘Seek ye first the king-| by resolves and efforts of the will, asking the 
dom of God and His righteousness, and all) Lord to help them in the struggle, that is, to 


these things shall be added unto you.’ Well, | 
I was very needy at that time, so I began 
right away to seek the kingdom of God and) 
His righteousness, and found the Saviour pre- 
cious to my soul, and keeping the promise in | 
view, I have never wanted for such things as 
were necessary for the body. In 1867 I was 
sent to a normal school in Raleigh, by a 
Northern friend, and having stayed there| 
one session and a half, I was then sent to| 
Hampton, Va., by Mrs. Dixon and husband 
from England; so now I am blessed with the 
favor of being a teacher of the Friends’ As- | 
sociation, with a good superintendent, and 
many others whom I have never seen are in- | 
terested in my behalf. 

“Tt was not my intention to say so much 
when I commenced, but my heart said 
‘ write.’ 

“Tf you should feel like writing to me at 
anytime, I should be pleased to hear from 
you. 

“Please excuse all imperfections, and ac- 
cept of much love from yours gratefully, 

A. D.” 





> 


From The Christian Worker. 
THE BLESSED POOR. 


Matt. v. 3. 


There is a kind of poverty of spirit which 
is woful, and only an evidence of spiritual 
barrenness, a poverty which makes Christians 
sad-faced, and causes them to cry: “O my 
leanness, my leanness!’’ There are some who 
seem to misapprehend the nature of this kind 
of poverty, and attach to it some merit as a 
kind of needful proving. The truth is, they 
who are lean are poorly fed, and the fault is 
their own. They who have spiritual dearth 
have neglected to abide at the fountain of 
living waters. 

To be really and blessedly poor in spirit is 
to know that we have absolutely nothing in 
ourselves, that is, of ourselves, that will sup- 
port our spiritual life. It is to have such a 
sense of our entire dependence upon God for 
the supply of al/ our need as shall keep us 
continually at the feet of Jesus in the attitude 
of recipients. There is not a want of the 
child of God, not a single need, but has its 
supply in “the kingdom of heaven;” hence 
thé blessedness of having nothing of our own. 
They who most feel their need shall most re- 
ceive. He who sits humblest at the feet of 


add His strength to their efforts, and make up 
what they fail todo. The result is, they only 
have victory in the degree in which they trust 
Jesus; whereas, if they had fully felt their 
weakness, they would have put the battle 
wholly into the hands of the Lord and realized 
a perfect victory. 

To be conscious that we have no strength, 
ia to lean on Christ. To realize that we have 
no wisdom, is to depend upon His guidance, 


| To know that we are powerless to use our 
‘selves to His glory, is to cease from our self- 


effort and let Him use us. In short, to have 
an adequate sense of our poverty, is to appro- 
priate the riches of Christ. 


“O, Saviour, I have naught to plead, 
In earth below or heaven above, 
But just my own exceeding need, 
And thy exceeding love.” 


E. B. Turre. 


PROGRESS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 


Abstract of Paper by President Angell of Michi- 
gan University. 


The object of this paper is to state suc- 
cinetly the gains which have been made in in- 
ternational law since the time of Grotius, to 
glance at the main obstacles which oppose its 
further progress, to call to mind the encour- 
aging facts in its present state, and to inquire 
what is indicated by the present apparent 
drift of thought among statesmen an publi- 
cists concerning change in the law. 

I. In reviewing the two centuries subse- 
quent to the publication of Grotius’ great 
work on Peace and War, I at once avail my- 
self of the aid furnished to me by the sum- 
mary which that high authority, Henry 
Wheaton, gives in his history of the progress 
of the law of nations, of the changes wrought 
in international Jaw between the Peace of 
Westphalia and the Congress of Vienna in 
1815. The most important of the changes he 
names are as follows: 

First. The general adoption of permanent 
missions and the recognition of diplomatic 
privileges. 

Second. The exclusive dominion over par- 
ticular seas was abandoned, and the right of 
search limited to periods of war. 

Third. The universal right to use the 
Scheldt, the Rhine and other great European 
rivers was establi:-hed as a principle of law. 

Fourth, The colonial monopoly was nearly 
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ended, and so the question was settled as to 
the right of neutrals to enjoy in war a com- 
merce prohibited in peace. 

Fifth. The slave trade generally reprobated, 
though not universally abolished in fact or 
in law. 

Sixth. The laws and usages of war improved 
and an advance made in securing privileges 
for neutral commerce. 

Seventh. The unqualified accession of States 
of Western Europe to the law of nations, 
and the tendency of Mohammedan powers to 
adopt it. 

Eighth. In general, international morality | 
and international law both advanced. 

These are all unquestionable gains. The 
night of intervention to preserve the balance 
of power Wheaton reported as undetermined. | 

Il. We come now to ask what gains have 
been made since the Congress of Vienna? I 
answer : 

First. The right of search has been practi- 
cally settled by treaties so as to be removed 
from the arena of debate. 

Second. All the great rivers of the civilized | 
world have been opened—the La Plata in 
1853, the Danube in 1856, the Amazon in 
1866; the dues on the Elbe and the Scheldt 
abolished ; and the principle is fully estab- 
lished that the inhabitants on the upper waters 
have a right to the use of the lower waters 
of a river. 

Third, The system of international law has 
been extended not only to Turkey but also in 
some degree to Japan and China. Christian- 
ity no longer marks the boundary of its do- 
main. Its territory is as broad as the terri- 
tory occupied by civilized man. 

Fourth. The entrance to the Baltic is free 
(since the payment of the Sound dues to Den- 
mark), and the Black Sea is open to merchant 
vessels, 

Fifth. There have been some important 
ameliorations in the laws pertaining to war. 

III. The obstacles which have been and 
still are in the way of improvement of inter- 
national law are grave. 

First. There is difference of opinion as to 

what are the sources of the law. The Conti- 
nental publicists, for instance, are inclined to 
attach much less weight to the decisions of 
Admiralty Courts in making law than the 
English and Americans. The language of 
treaties, which have not always been kept, or 
which are at variance with other treaties, the 
wavering usage of nations, the conflicting 
views of publicists, furnish much uncertain | 
and debatable ground for those who are deter- | 
mining law. 
Second. Again, a grave difficulty is some- 
times found in the disposition of nations to 
lower the standard of action towards weaker 
nations, 


REVIEW. 


‘*THY KINGDOM COME!” 


Lo! through the breaking skies, 
Dawns now with sweet surprise, 
The morning star. 
Faint whispers in the air, 
Life waking everywhere, 
Voices as if in prayer, 
Now near, now far. 
When the summer day thus opens, 
Do we e’er mistake the tokens? 
Do we not soon, 
As melt the clouds away, 
See the mild eastern ray, 
Shining to perfect day, 
In the glad noon? 
Fain would we trust, O Lord, 
That Thy most mighty word, 
« Let there be light !” 
Hath now, in these last days, 
Gone forth o’er earth’s highways, 
Chasing through sin’s dark maze, 
The long, long night. 
O Christ, our Saviour King, 
Conquest to victory bring ; 
Display Thy power! 
On Thee Thy people call, 
Oh loose the captive’s thrall, 
Let hostile standards fall 
In this Thine hour. 
Blest Spirit, let Thy grace, 
Reach all of human race; 
The truth reveal! 
Come as a mighty wind, 
Sin’s fatal chains unbind, 
Show the diseased and blind 
Christ’s. power to heal. 
O Saviour, Prince of Peace! 
Bid now all discords cease 
Amongst Thy friends. 
One King alone we know; 
One battlefield, one foe ; 
Fiom strength to strength we go, 
Till conflict ends. 
Till within heaven's gate 
Angels shall celebrate 
A world’s new birth. 
So shall the true morn wake, 
So shall a new light break, 
For, saith the Lord, « I make 
New heavens—new eaith !” 
The (London) Christian. M. W. K. 


THE PLOW. 
Clear the brown path to meet the coulter’s gleam ! 
Lo! on he comes behind his smoking team, 
With toil’s bright dew-drops on his sun-burnt brow, 
The lord of earth, the hero of the plow! 
First in the field before the reddening sun, 
Last in the shadows when the day is done, 
Line after line along the burning sod, 
Marks the broad acres where his feet have trod; 
Still where he treads the stubborn clods divide, 
The smooth, fresh furrow opens deep and wide; 
Matted and dense the tangled turf upheaves, 
Mellow and dark the ridgy cornfield cleaves; 
Up the steep hill-side where the laboring train 
Stands the long track that scores the level plain; 
Through the moist valley clogged with oozing clay, 
The patient convoy breaks its destined way ; 
At every turn the loosening chains resound, 
The swinging plowshare circles glistening round, 
Till the wide field one billowy waste appears, 
And wearied hands unbind the panting steers. 

O. W. HoLMEs. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. measure applies chiefly to the territorial possessions of 
Portugal and to the trade in coolies. There are no 
slaves in Portugal proper. 

The royal decree of 1869, for the complete enforce. 
ment of which this act was passed, formally abolished 
the slave trade in all the Portuguese colonies. This 
traffic was conducted principally from the Portuguese 
town of Macao, in China, a little south of Canton. The 
business from this port was carried on through what 
are described pleasantly as “emigration houses,” the 
Chinese being hired from inland places, and shipped 
thence in large numbers to South America. This trade 
was partly suppressed in 1869, on account of the horrible 
cruelty inflicted on certain of these Chinese “« emigrants” 
who had been taken to Callao, the port of Lima, some 
fifty of them having been branded with a red-hot iron 
and otherwise mutilated. This trade in human beings 
seems, however, to have existed afterwards, since in 
1873, the American Consul in Hong Kong made it the 
subject of a long despatch to the Department of State 
in Washington, going so far at that time as to say that 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe are 
to the 3oth ult. 

GREAT BRITAIN.—Great crowds of people continue 
to attend the revival meetings of Moody and Sankey. 
Over 50,000 persons were present and 1000 visited the 
“Inquiry Rooms.” The criticisms of the newspapers, 
especially the World and Standard, upon the move- 
ment of Moody and Sankey, are virulent and incessant. 
The house-visiting committees organized by the revi- | 
valists are severely denounced. 

In the House of Commons, Disraeli, replying to a 
question put by the Marquis of Hartingdon, said that 
the Government had advised the Queen to make repre- 
sentations to Germany respecting the relations between 
that power and France. These representations had | 
been made, and were of such a nature as to currect 
misconceptions and insure peace. 

The ships Alert and Discovery, of the Arctic Expe- 
dition, sailed on May 29th, from Portsmouth. Thou- | 
sands of people witnessed their departure. There was | the United States and Great Britain ought to unite in 
great cheering and much enthusiasm was manifested. | an effort for its extirpation. 

The Queen sent a telegraphic despatch wishing success AsiA Minor.—The Levant Herald says a series 
"° paul Boynton paddled across the British channel, in |f terrible earthquake shocks occurred at the be 
his life- consort apparatus, last week, goin from —* of May, = the province of Broussa, Asia 
P 8 APP a » going Minor. Several villages were destroyed and two 
Cape Grisnez to Folkestone in less than 24 hours; | thousand persons lost their lives. 
ao eee cation e Committee of | Domestic.—President Grant has written a letter de- 
Thirty was completed by the Assembly. The Com- | ®ying that he is or has been a candidate for a third 
mittee is composed of twenty members of all sections | term of Presidential service, f P ae 
of the Left, four supporters of Wallon and six deputies The Republican State Convention of Pennsylvania 
of the Right. Gambetta was not elected, having with- _ ee ont Governor Hartranft as candidate for re- 
drawn his name andidate. ClCeOR. 

The Paris osiauabadaene of the Pall Mall Gazette The International Convention of the Young Men’s 
says the preponderance of the Left in the new Com- Christian ee of = nag reer os 
mittee of Thirty is due to discord in the Conservative conned " om 4 ae Hantie “ot an 
ranks. ,; ‘ ; L 

The Committee organized on May 27th by the elec- | Alabama, was chosen President, and Duncan Mac- 
den of De Laren Present, ed Labrnlaye and | COB Men ec joa A nan 

eroyer, Vice Presidents. : _— 

Vineness De Meaux, Minister of Agriculture, has of interesting topics were discussed, and delegates were 
asked for a credit of six hundred thousand francs to | #ppointed to attend the International Convention at 
fay the capes, of the French Comminion to the | Hamburg, Germany, in Eighth month mst 

merican Centennial at Philadelphia. , ’ F 

General De Cissey, Minister of War, asks for a credit | Chiefs have been in Washington during the past week, 
of fifty-one millions of francs to continue work on the | 27d have had repeated interviews with the President, 
nee of the country and for the supply of war Thay ceagicie swuch — alice tuk nak 
material. 

The Committee of Thirty have decided to consider, | 1¥ality of their supplies. The President desires them 
first, the bill concerning public powers; next, the | t© move to another locality, farther South. Not being 
Senate bill, and third, the electoral bill. willing an ok cant they may consent to 

‘ - rs . | part with the Black Hills. 

GerMany.—The King and Queen of Sweden have | P", 0". edition to the Black Hills, under the lead of 
arrived in Berlin, on a visit to the Emperor. The aman named Gordon, has been captured by Colonel 
North German Gasette says this Visit has a political | Mills’ command. All the outfit of the party, except 
ae fie a f a a of Sweden's | provisions enough to last until they got back to Fort 
ey ¥ the policy of the three Emperors. | Randall, was destroyed. General Crook has ordered 

A ee eee mens le Oe ie tl that Gordon, leader of the expedition, be released on 
Wiesinger to assassinate Bismark was merely a part o' | parole ; » : 
pester a Oo extust money, ‘tnd the men Rel So to |" 4 heavy rain of eight hours’ duration has completely 

P , . | extinguished the forest fires and revived vegetation in 

AusTRIA.—The Neue Freie Presse states that 4 | the interior of Pennsylvania. 
meeting of the Emperors of Austria, Germany and| The New York and Erie Railroad Company has 
Russia has been finally decided on and will probably | gone into insolvency; the Supreme Court appointing 
take place at Ems. | the President of the Company, Hugh J. Jewett, re- 

SPAIN.—A battle between the Carlists and the Royal ceiver. The ordinary business of the road will con- 
troops is reported to have occurred at Alsoza onthe 29th, tinue as heretofore. 
where the Carlists lost seventy killed and two hundred| The French Catholic Church building at Holyoke, 
wounded. General Dorregary is reported to have been | Mass., was set on fire on the 27th ult., by the drapery 
wounded in the thigh. | of the altar catching flame from the candles used in 

PoRTUGAL.—As stated in despatches recently, an | the service. Seventy-one persons were killed, chiefly 
act-was passed by the Cortes of Portugal, by acclama- | in consequence of the panic and confusion. 


tion, on the 22d of Fourth month, whereby the abolition | Extensive fires have taken place at Springfield and 
of slavery in that kingdom was completed. This | Worcester, Mass., and Portland, N. B. 





